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maving in rumbens into the upper Mwuncnafu[mwm
ad and Kaurl Py i 5
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Sat: Twn Handed Around Rang#toto Yacht Club
lstand, Bucklands Beach Yacht Cluty; Thisrs: Mariner Twilight Series. Pine
2-Handed Race. Panmure Yacht £ Boat  Harbour Cruising Clut: Liguor Rum
Clubr Mullet Boat L Class Champs D1 . Pomsanby Cruising Club; Young 88
sing Club: Passage Race  Sprint Series. RNZYS.
Bottom End. Wastemata Yacht Friz Half Moo Bay Marina Rum Race

‘Squadror: Repoo,New World Cruising
Series,

.
Dbl Fro, Westhaven Yacht Cius,

RNZYS & BEYC.

HNotice to Mariners:
Viaduct Harbour, Clasure

The Vi tathe
pubkcurtil March 22. Two temporary

The smatest superyacht mh-r-uulm

2%m cruising yacht

Tiest New

acht Celandine. won
U‘Km

G0 hours te 2000 hours.

Viessels should not enter the area.
Viessels berthing within the Viaduct are
o contact Yiaduct Control on VHF 73
baforaentonng.

Supercity regatta

A roew Supercity Regatta for youth
classes wil ba e o Torbay Bonting

Py

- Bold barge knows how to party

Mike Rose discovers the Party Barge is
the ideal platform for family fun

{EN it comes fo our
boating prefirences, we
Kiwls tend 1o be a fairly
traditional bot.

When it comess to our traller boats,
we generally choose mutboands over
storn drives, even though the latter are
innd have been for 8 considornble time)
far mare popular oversoas. When we
iy our bumehes. most of us select 1o
power them with & conventlonally
driven diesed or twe, despite there now
being a raft of alternatives.

The same applies when we choosn
ihe shape of our vessels: monohulls
predaminate over mulils and the
agreed shape is sharp a1 the fron
blunt down the other end.

It was, therefore, something of o
surprise to spend a doy on a boat
unashamedly shaped like a floating
carnvan, The vessel in question is the
rather aptly named Party Barge 22 As
vau may already have g 1t hails

taken, Thanks to an underwater shape
that includes fine entries on the
pantoars, these party boits can get up
and boogie. The one on which we spent
the day was Mrted with o 135hp Mer
cury outboard.

While we had no or ar
other measuring deviee on board.
there was 1o doubt we were travelling
well past the 2kmnot mark whenever
the throttle wos pushed forward. Nor
were we cverly nffecte] by te wake of
other boats, even quite large ones
sravelling at speeel

The combination of those 7m-long
pontoons, o beam of 250m and all thoss
horses out the back nsde for a surpris
ingly comfortable and dry ride ot all
speeds,

Bruce and Heather Lanig, a coupbe
nerw o the marine industry but full of
enthuskasm for what they see as o gap
in the market, have the New Zealard

shit the Sun Tracker

from the United States, a place whers
they generally don't bother too mach
with subtloty,

range. The pair runs their business
fram their home on the shares of Lake
Rotoltl. They are well aware of the

REGENCY PARTY
BARGE 22

welldisguised Jockers and a table
al the

and protioud the drink-halder reoosses;
n comprebensive st of covers that pro
toct those on board from cool winds;
locknble rod stowage; a stylish helm
statbon; chikiproof sccess doors af the
bow, stern aind amidships; a large afl
plntform, with dropdown ladder: o
stereo complete with MP3 jock and
fongr wa speakers.

However, the Longs save one of
thelr mest compeliing arguments to
last. Adding top Rotoiti fishing puide
Glen Skinner to our crew, they procesd

The boat is shaped like a barge. Is  scepticism Kiwi boatkes have for this  BLOA: 7.37m
designed fior partying ond & about Z0 style of boat but believe most of that is 8 Pontoon Length: 6.99m
tiTm long), Actually, due to a lack of W Beam:259m
it fsn't. In o m: wlr i JI ‘\S’BM;’B
show of modesty, i W they
Americans have VW€ CAR II‘I:emIIJ' offer. Inorder wooon- B Price: Froen 559,884
understated their wvince this cynical
G b o COVErTmofwater 00 F T
measures 240 20 without ml'% about  showing,  off witha minimum of fiss. In fct, the
LOA and even the I rather than  width of the door und the
pontoons on which it |ove it wxplaining exactly  hoight means thero would be absolute
rides streich oul 1o what these might be. Iy 0o {ssue getiing & wheelchair or
=210 1in. It turned out to be a  stroller on or off.

Our boat is the  GLEN SKINNER day full of sirprises. The Lotyss stress this i the import-
Regency varlation  ROTOITI FISHING GUIDE First up. our dog  ant point: the boat is aimed af mmilies

and, s the name sug

gests, it is thir NWNMIIH' mode] in

s skze range, festooned with luxurious

leatherdike seating. pached full of

features and surprisingly stylish an the
outside, toa,

The Party Hargn 2 s cowe of nine
mexdols bailt by Sun Trocker Boats in
Springfield, Missouri, Fnging from
the Bass Bugey 18 up to the 10m Party
Cruiser 2

Baslcally large well-appointed
harges, mosmbed on twin portoons, the
mnge is buils bargely In aluminium
and proudly claims o be the “Official
Pantoon Boat of Wolt Disney World
Resort”. They are clearly designed 1o
be s on ikes mnd smoother inland
waterways bat if you are envisaging s
shaggish pute-part boat you will be mis-

was invited nlong
Mow, not many peoplo invite strange
dogs on their bmm. especially when
those boats are and

and older, possibly retirod, couples.
These peaple don’t want, and possibly
are not nblc m clamber over the high
rhoat,

packed with luurions appointments.
“What about the fibreglas™ | asked.
“Not much fibreglass on this boat.”
Hewmther replied.

Sher was right; the floor & earpeted
with washable marine carpet and the
seating s coversd by v, double
stitched marine vinyl. The latter not
only suporh, it is akso exooption
ally comfortable aml most of the seats
corme with hmbar supparts.

Another thing the Longs are kien to
point out 18 the ease of nevess. The
euckpit floor and contrally positionid
swing door nre positioned at exactly
tha right height so one can step on and

Thnllllllnl e, the Langs move to
the next, pointing out the twin bows
ncroes the lakee 10 8 small beach,

Gotting on the plne ks as smoath
and a5 effortless as it woukd be on &
monchull Fursbout.

The advantage of this desiyn comes.
once we reach the beach, the Party
Barge is simply driven into the sand,
we hop off and simply secure the boat
01 free.

Lunch is then served. A L il

rear. We then have o choice of two
dinkng aress, in the bow, or further aft
(the talde Nes comfortably at either
slte)

We choose the for'and area near the
beach where thore are two swivel able
fshing chairs right in the bow with
v comfoetal ngers o iately
af of them In true American boat
style, there are drinks holders every-
where.

The helm &5 positioned halfway
iown the boat tn storboard so the skip-
per can pemain at his or her station
and still interact with the rest of the

crew.

A unique feature icertainky one this
25year vetornn has not encounternod
before} s the popup changing room
bemeath the large aft lounger:

bin, part of the standard package,
emerges from its purposs-built cubby.
hode under the helm, food containers
and utensils appear from the ship's

1t s o clever ple
tainly gives amgle privacy for those
wanting to change into or out of their
togs. There are n host of other featunes,
tooc harr walnut fascias on the helm

o what a great fishing
platform this is.

Unider Skinners expert direction,
the boat |s perfectly positioned over a
likely underwater structune and, while
the Longs target one area from the
baw, | do the supe from the sterm,

“This is such a great boat for b
Ing” mhuscs Skinmer,

ormally 1 would have to repo
1Il|r.m the boat several times to target
this structure. However, bocause we
can fish from the front, back and
middle, we can literally cover Tm of
water without maving. 1 kove 1L

Thse procd of the podding. o8 thiy
say, 18 in the enting: we catght two nioe
rainbows from the sterm and tan even
nicer ones. from the baw, For fmilies
and couples Hvirg in a place like Lake
Rotolth, the Party Barge 22 is hard to
bent. And that, frankly, is quite a sur

prise.
W Contact Marine editor Mike Rose on
(06} 41 B284; 021 TE5 06 or emall
Moo

Extensive overhaul

BY MIKE ROSE

Thee elnssic 40em J Clnss sloop, Endear-
our, lierally swung Into town |ast
week: being hobsted high out of the
‘water in the Viaduct Harbour en route
o her new temporary home at Yacht
Ing Develapments in Hobsonville.
Endeavour, often considerml ane of
the top 10 vessels of all time, is heading
1o Yachting Developments for a major
refit. The project will include the
addition of new decks, main engine,
generntors, carbon fibre mast, sails,
dock grar and sail handling equipment.
The on board systems will also got a
major upgrade. the crew sccommo.
dation will be reconfigured and the

vacht will be repainted. The refit is
expected to take 16 manths,

Lifting the J Class sloop from the
water and on to her ransport was no
easy fear. ehher. At 160 fonnes, it was
ensily the lnrgess 1ift ever undertaken
i the Visduct Harbour, rquiring sk
nificant logistical plunning and struc
tural engineering approve

Once the refurbishment is complete
Endeavour will become a floating
advertisement mratmllmurr ko
e it Tthamward W

to raise Endeavour’s profile

Endeavour’s colourful history
includes being the British Challonger
For the 1503 America’s Cup, ploness
the quadrilateral genoa (3 two clewed
headsall offering immense safl area
and power and still used on rcing .J
Class yachts) and completely
daminating the British racing sceno i
the mid-1500s.

She was almost lost, wrecked or
broken up on a number of oocasions
bedore being finally saved by American

ming sigeryachts.

The will sitrnct the chose
atention of Yachting Developments®
owner lan Cook, a classic yacht
enthsba,

Eltzaboth Moyer, Meyer
bought Endeavour in 1984 and under-
ook an extensive five-year restoration.

e now travels the workd crulsing
i competing In classic yacht racing
gl




